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OVERVIEW OF METHOD – Storytelling 

Storytelling is a tool to challenge prejudice and discrimination by working on skills, knowledge, and 

attitudes. 

Situated (or Situational) Learning is a powerful and effective form of learning based on narrative structures. 

From an early age, humans contextualize experiences by attributing a meaning through storytelling. Adult 

learners are exceptionally good at using logic to piece together different elements of a story. 

METHODOLOGY  

Through time, human beings have been engaging in conversations using stories for long, which has helped 

them understand each other and the world around them. Storytelling is defined as ‘an ancient art form and 

a valuable form of human expression’ by the National Storytelling Network1. 

However, a story can be presented in many forms, and different methods are used for different purposes.2 

Thus, when it comes to the practice of telling the story, the focus is on the different forms of telling the 

story and not on the story itself.3 As M. Carolyn Clark and Marsha Rossiter argue, learning through stories is 

based on three elements: hearing, telling and recognizing stories.4 While according to Horea and Vrecer 

(2016), storytelling engages interaction between the storyteller and the listeners,  therefore, it connects 

the individuals.5 

There are many different ways and different purposes of storytelling, and one of them is for education 

purposes. Storytelling has been used as a method of education to ‘create awareness, foster understanding, 

invite for reflection and discussion, spark curiosity etc.’6 Storytelling has been used as a method of non-

formal education, where the main aim is to enhance the learning and creativity of students.7  
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Based on the literature review8, it is certain that storytelling offers a flexible and creative study option, 

which can contribute to the special needs of adult learners as they have more stories and experience to 

share than the youth.9 Moreover, Tilkin et al. (2011) concluded that storytelling as a pedagogical tool helps 

learners conceptualise the learning process, empowers adult learners, facilitates communication, inspires 

personal growth and engages the adult learner.10 
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Tool 4 – Linguistic diversity 

 

Aim & Objectives 

 Learn about issues related to tolerance to difference, more precisely to language diversity 

 Understand language diversity 

 Develop critical thinking on the topic of tolerance to difference; language diversity 

 Raise awareness on language diversity 

 

Time 

120 minutes. 

 

Methodology and Techniques 

The methodological background of this session is the storytelling method; the facilitator/trainer/mentor 

will build on this. Storytelling in education is used to create awareness, foster understanding, invite to 

reflection and discussion, spark curiosity, and establish identity and rituals.11 Stories are a source of 

knowledge and inspiration, and by telling or listening to them, young people also develop the capacity of 

acceptance, they learn to accept and let go of their prejudices.12 “Storytelling can be used to enhance the 

learning and creativity of pupils or young people in schools or youth centres. Its three stages allow the 

beneficiaries to be prepared for the story, to listen carefully and reflect upon its events and to draw 

conclusions by developing a proactive attitude where the young people are involved in the post-telling of the 

story.”13 

 

Preparation 

Think of the aims you would like to achieve with this session. Learn about linguistic diversity and think 

about the different aspects of language diversity in your country/region. Do you know what is the origin of 
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language diversity? The non-scientific origin is the Babel Tower myth from the Bible, that you can use it as a 

story in this session.  

 

Instructions & schedule of the session 

1. Put the chairs in a big circle and ask the participants the following questions:  

a. Which languages do they speak?  

b. Which languages do their parents speak?14  

c. What are your experiences with language learning?  

Ask them to write it down on paper, and then ask a few participants to share their answers. Discuss it with 

the participants: 

- Necessary tools: paper sheets and pens. 

Questions:  

- What does it mean that you speak the same language with your family, neighbours, etc.?  

- Does your language define your culture? Does your culture define your language?  

- What about non-native speakers? Should they learn the official language(s) of a country? 

Should they preserve their language of origin?  

2. Tell or show the story of the Babel Tower to your group. (Bible, Genesis 11:1-9) 

3. Discuss it with the participants:  

a. What did you learn from the story?  

b. What were the consequences of creating different cultures with different languages?  

c. Have you experienced any judgement based on your accent or language?  

d. Why is language diversity important? Should we create a universal, global language?  

e. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using a global lingua franca?  

f. What are the advantages and disadvantages of language diversity?  
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Debriefing 

You can catalogue questions for the facilitator to ask the participants. You can give instructions on how to 

close the activity. 

- What about migrants or refugees? How can they preserve their native language? Does it 

important? How does it contribute to multiculturalism?  

- What to do with your accent? What does it mean that you have an accent?  

- Do you identify yourself with the language and culture of your country or residence? 

 

Expected Outcomes  

Knowledge 

o Origin of language diversity 

o Advantages and disadvantages of language diversity 

Skills 

o Critical thinking; 

o Debating skills; 

Attitudes 

o Understanding the importance of language diversity 

o Learn how to be more tolerant regarding different languages 
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